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Because of the bias and negligent treatments given
Negroes by white historians and recorders of history, it
is very essential for blacks to begin writing their own
history. In this period of "black awareness," nothing
is more crucial to black people than a lack of knowledge
of who they are.
Considering this objective, the investigator
committed himself to do a study of "The Negro in Pulaski
County, Georgia as Reflected in the Hawkinsville Dispatch
and News, 1890-1908." The investigator spent a great
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deal of time in the Dispatch and News office reading
the local newspaper which covered the period from
January, 1890 to December, 1908. Also several hours
were spent at the State Archives in search of records
that were extant in Pulaski County.
The main aim of this study was to present political,
social and economic facts with regards to Negroes in
Pulaski County around the turn of the century. The Dis¬
patch and News provided many editorials and articles which
the investigator used to account for Negro activities
as the editors perceived them. Aside from that, the
writers used public documents, general histories of the
Negro, interviews and other materials to show the status
of Negroes in Pulaski County.
Completion of the study revealed to the writer that
Negroes in Pulaski County have made very little progress
politically, economically or socially. It clearly shows
that Negroes were politically inactive, their economic
lot proscribed and socially confined to the black com¬
munity for social outlets. Most startling, it showed that
Negroes in the county accepted their lot in a passive
manner, and offered no resistance to white leadership.
3
It is hoped that this study, and other similar ones
can be used by later writers to analyze more thoroughly
and critically the white press in its treatment of Negroes,
especially, by black scholars concerned with doing a
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INTRODUCTION
The writer does not attempt here to do a composite
history of the Negro in Pulaski County, Georgia, but
instead proposes to look at some aspects of Negro life
as reflected in the Hawkinsville Dispatch and News,
during the period 1890 - 1908. The scope of this study
has been limited to this period, because it was in 1890
that the consolidation of the Hawkinsville News and the
Hawkinsville Dispatch gave birth to the Hawkinsville
Dispatch and News, and 1908 was the year that Georgia
succeeded in disfranchising the Negro by a constitutional
amendment. All of which was a job well done for the
politicians and newspaper editors, who cooperated to
destroy every vestige of black rule in the South.
Recently, Mrs. Josie Walls conducted a similar study
of the Negro in Meriwether County, Georgia, giving a rather
detailed history of the Negro in that County for the
period, 1873-1910.^ The writer had hoped to do a study
^Josie S. R. Walls, "The Negro in Meriwether County,
Georgia, as Reflected in the Meriwether Vindicator, 1873-




of similar depth, but because of the limited coverage
given the Negro in the Hawkinsville Dispatch and News,
and the paucity of county records in Pulaski County,
unlike Meriwether County, such an in-depth study is not
possible at this time.
The writer understands the importance of religion in
the life of the Negro, but due to the lack of church
records found, and the limited newspaper comments, it has
been neglected, except for the brief coxnments made on the
Negro church in discussing the social activities of Negroes.
The limited extertt of Negro participation in the
political affairs of Pulaski County is reflected in the
paucity of records of Negro voting and the registration of
voters. Aside from the scarcity of voting records, is a
general lack of concern for the Negro voter expressed in the
local newspaper; where the editors commented at all, the
comments were mostly of a negative nature. As will be shown
later in this study, the black man who showed no inclination
to vote was highly regarded by local white leadership.
• • •
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The economic status of the black man in Hawkinsvilie
and Pulaski County can be determined on the basis of
certain indices, such as Negro property, tsrpes of wage¬
paying jobs, Negro businesses, and the lack of Negro
professionals. For example, there were apparently no
Negro physicians, lawyers, or dentists to be found in
Pulaski County. Generally speaking, the economic progress
of Negroes was proscribed.
The writer found it extremely difficult to locate
school records of a local nature. Extant local school
records go back only to the early forties. Interviews
with local black citizens at this point were not as helpful
as the writer felt they might have been. In spite of
these barriers, it is possible to reconstruct a story of
education with some degree of accuracy.
As for social activities, Negroes found outlets almost
exclusively within the black community itself. There was
little if any organized recreation or other activities
open to him. This helps to account for the fact that the
Negro’s church represented, not only a place of worship
or a means of obtaining salvation, but also an avenue of
recreation.
iv
During the period of time studied in this study,
Negroes were discriminated against, violently dealt
with, and in other ways kept in a subordinate position
within the social order, in Pulaski County, Georgia and
throughout the South. All of the above represented
attempts to solve the Negro problem since he had become
free. Some thought of sending him back to Africa as a
solution, some wanted to send him northward and others
considered "judge l3mch" as a final remedy.
To expound further on the above generalizations,
the investigator hereby conducts this study.
CHAPTER I
A BRIEF HISTORY OF PULASKI COUNTY
Pulaski County was laid out from Laurens County in
1808, and named in honor of Count Pulaski, a Polish
nobleman who lost his life fighting for American liberty
at Savannah, in 1779.^ The first settlers came from
North Carolina and older settlements to the North.
Pulaski County is situated in the south central part of
2
the state of Georgia, in the Coastal plain region. The
county is so shaped that it cannot be bound in the usual
way. The Ocmulgee River, entering on the western side,
flows in a south easterly direction, dividing the county
into a north, eastern, and a southern section. The
following counties bound it: Laurens on the northeast,
Dodge on the southwest and east, Wilcox on the south,
Dooley on the west and Houston partly west and partly
northwest. The area of the county at present is 254 square
^Hawkinsville-Dispatch and News, January 29, 1902.
Hereafter cited as Dispatch and News.
2
Daughters of the American Revolution (Hawkinsville
Chapter), History of Pulaski County, Georgia (Atlanta:
Walter W. Brown, 1935), p. 65. Hereafter cited as D. A. R.
1
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miles. Hawkinsville is the county seat. It is the
4
largest town with a population of 4,077. Finleyson is
the next village or town of any significant size, with
an estimated population of 82 people.^ When Pulaski
County was formed in 1808, on the east side of the Ocmul-
gee River, just opposite Hawkinsville was a small village
or hamlet, known as "Old Hartford," one of Georgia's
forgotten cities, yet a city with a history. One of the
chief distinctions claimed by Hartford is the fact that
when the state capitol was moved from Louisville to
Milledgeville, Hartford came within one vote of being
6
the capitol of Georgia. Also significant is the fact
^.Department of Archives and History, Georgia Official
and Statistical Register, 1967-1968 (Atlanta: Higgins-
McArthur/Longins and Porter), p. 1017.
^U. S . Department of Cpniraerce, Bureau of the Census,
United States Census of Population: 1970, Advance Report,
Final Population Counts, PC (VI)-12, Georgia.
^State Highway Department of Georgia, General Highway
Map of Pulaski County (Division of Highway Planning in
Cooperation with U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of
Public Roads, 1964).
6
D. A. R., op. cit., p. 82.
3
that Hartford was the first city in Georgia to be named
for a woman, Nancy Hart, the Revolutionary heroine.^
Pulaski County has always been an agricultural region
g
and more than likely will remain so. The chief crops
are cotton and corn. The lower part of the county is
generally level, and the upper or northeastern part,
rolling. About one fourth of the soil is red, and the
9
remainder a sandy loam.
In 1890 the total population of Pulaski County was
10
16,526. There were 10,001 Negroes and 6,588 whites.
By 1900 the county had a total population of 18,489,
showing an increase of 1,963. Negroes numbered 11,029,
11
and whites, 7,460. Ten years later the total population
^Ibid., p. 83.
^Ibid., p. 63.
^Dispatch and News, January 29, 1902.
S. Department of the Interipr, Bureau of the
Census,, .Elev6uth Census of the United States, 1890t
Population, I, 407.
^U. S. Departtnent of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910: Population,
II, 392.
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of Pulaski County had soared to 22,835. Negroes were
still in the majority numbering 13,504; whites, 9,329;
and there were two persons of the mongoloid race present.
From these figures it can be seen that the year 1900
was the highest point of Negro dominance in population.
Negroes constituted 59.7 per cent of the total population
in 1900, and by the 3ear 1910, had only dropped to 59.1
^ 13
per cent.
Presently, Pulaski County's total population has
decreased considerably. The 1970 Census shows that the
total population is only 8,066. The Negro-white ratio
in the population has been reversed as there are 5,120
whites and only 2,943 Negroes.The sharp decline in
the population can be attributed to the lack of economic




U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
United States Census of Population: 1970, Advance Report,
Characteristics of the Population, PC (V2)-12, Georgia.
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Politically, Pulaski County produced only one
politician of distinction during this period. That person
was Joseph M. Brown, who won the governorship of Georgia
in 1908. He defeated Hoke Smith with the slogan "Brown
and Bread.
In the early 1880's the city of Hawkinsville could
boast of two papers—the Hawkinsville Dispatch and the
Hawkinsville News. Basically both papers were duplicates
of the other. Realizing that, and that the town was not
large enough for two papers, on January 2, 1890, they were
combined to form the Hawkinsville Dispatch and News. The
publisher and editor was J. J. Harvard, who was assisted
by J. R. Beverly and J. T. Waterman, editors of the
16
Hawkinsville Dispatch and the Hawkinsville News. Shortly
after they combined, J. J. Harvard became the sole owner
of the paper and hired Joseph Tarver as editor. Harvard
and Tarver served as editors of the paper during the period
of this study.
Merton Coulter, Georgia; A Short History (Chapel
Hill; The University of North Carolina Press, 1960), p. 399.
16
D. A. R. op. cit., p. 197*
^^Ibid.
6
J. J. Harvard, the publisher-editor was born at
Snow Spring in Dooley County, Georgia in 1859. He came
to Hawkinsville, Georgia during early manhood, where he
edited and published the Hawkinsville Dispatch and News
for almost thirty-five years. While serving in this
capacity, he was active in other areas throughout the
community. For many years he was a member of the Board
of Aldermen, Master of Mount Hope Lodge No. 9, F. & A.
M., and a charter member of the first Board of Education
and served for many years. For almost half a century
18
he was active throughout the Pulaski County community.
Editor Joseph Tarver has been known to many as one
of the most outstanding citizens of Hawkinsville, and
well known throughout the state in journalism. Tarver
spent his early life in Hawkinsville, and at the age of
fourteen began work in the printing office with J. P.
Woods and later J. J. Harvard. For forty-five years he
served with the local paper, and for twenty-five years
was editor of the Dispatch and News. He was given praise
^^Ibid., pp. 352-353.
7
throughout the state for being the editor of one of
Georgia s finest weeklies.
Since January 2, 1890, the Dispatch and News has
served as a weekly paper, covering happenings in Hawkins-
ville, Pulaski County, and neighboring counties.
A. R., op. cit., pp. 425-426.
CHAPTER II
POLITICAL REFLECTIONS OF THE NEGRO
Following the Reconstruction period in Pulaski
County, the Negro was making every effort to hold on
to the franchise he had won as a result of the Civil
War. In many instances his efforts were of little or
no avail. The Republicans were returning to the North
around the turn of the century, and the Democrats were
fighting relentlessly to regain their former position of
political rule in Georgia, and the South. Generally
speaking, all over the South the Negro was being denied
access to the polls or forced to vote the Democratic
ticket.
A. VOTING
The Negro in Pulaski County was not only inactive as
a voter, but it appears that he demonstrated little interest
in voting and was rather content with his political
situation. As a voter, the "good Negro" has been
described as the one who took no interest in voting, and




Robert Brown, a worthy colored citizen of
Wilcox County, died on 30 ult. He was known
as the first bale man of his county. He was a
prosperous, honest and intelligent farmer. Bob
never took any stock in politics and was never
known to cast a vote.^
Even though the Negro referred to lived in Wilcox
County, this estimate of a worthy black man would apply
to his counterpart in Pulaski County. The fact that
the editors of the Hawkinsville paper printed this,
was a not too subtle reminder to local black residents
that voting was the exclusive domain of the white
citizens. Indeed, it was intended to.
The few registered Negro voters that were in Pulaski
County never had any impact on the political affairs of
the county, and were never viewed by the whites as a
threat to the Democratic leadership. The impact Pop¬
ulism had on Negro voting in Georgia was hardly felt in
Pulaski County. The Populist movement did nothing to
change the Negro’s position as a voter. According to
the editors of the Dispatch and News, only once during
this period did Negroes vote in Pulaski County. After
1
Editorial, Dispatch and News, October 27, 1907.
10
the election in 1908, the Dispatch and News reported
the following:
The election for governor, state house
and county officers in Pulaski Wednesday
passed off quietly, The total nximber of
votes polled in the county was 830 and this
would have been considerably reduced had it
not been for the negroes, most all of whom ^
voted against the disfranchisement amendment.
The election returns show that Georgia passed the
amendment by a majority vote of 70,963 cast for and
37,000 against. Approximately 20,000 Negroes in Georgia
voted against the measure intended to rob them of their
3
suffrage right.
The intimidation, fraud, and violence used to keep
the Negro from the polls no doubt forced him to become
politically apathetic. He became bent on seeking ways
to survive and live through the period. As R. H. Carter
observed:
What the colored man need is a fair chance
in life, and it makes no difference who vouch¬
safes this boon, whether it is brought by
^Ibid., October 9, 1908.
^Atlanta Constitution, October 9, 1908, quoted in
Geraldine J. Perry, "The Negro as a Political Factor in
Georgia, 1896 to 1912" (unpublished Master's Thesis,
Atlanta University, 1947), pp. 28-29.
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democrats, populists or republicans,
so it comes.^
Although it must be remembered that regardless of the
lackadaisical attitude of Negroes to vote, the Democratic
leadership wanted to rid them of the vote once and for
all. Illustrative of the point is the following Dispatch
and News editorial comment on the "grandfather clause:"
The "grandfather clause" in the ballot bill
is to allow illiterate whites the privilege of
voting and is therefore anything but an educational
qualification. Educated negroes can qualify under
its operation and in the end we will find that it is a
farce. The white primary is the only way to elim¬
inate the negro,^
Whites of Pulaski County felt that the white primary
was not only constitutional but would operate to eliminate
the Negro voter without requiring men to resort to down-
right dishonesty and untruth to make it effective.
By the year 1906, it was felt that the Negro in
Georgia had been adequately disfranchised by the white
primary or other extra-legal devices. No one was more
dispatch and News, August 27, 1896.
^Editorial, ibid., July 19, 1905.
^Ibid., January 9, 1906.
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aware of it than the editors of the Dispatch and News.
They made it clear in their editorial comments on the
Hoke Smith-Brown controversy in 1906:
.,. the issue was shifted in the campaign of
Hon. Pope Brown when he gave way to Hon. Hoke
Smith. Before Brown's retirement, the major
issue was the regulation of freight rates.
When Smith took over after the retirement of
Brown at once the issue became negro disfran¬
chisement, There has been not a word as to
two-cent fares, but a ceaseless grind of what
some other states have done with the negro and
his vote. So persistently is Mr. Smith hammer¬
ing away on this hobby that we begin to doubt
that he is even a good politician. He does so
many things and is such a quick change artist.
We sometime think that the very fact that Mr.
Smith rides the hobby so persistently is
because the negro has been thoroughly and
effectively disfranchised in Georgia and Mr.
Smith knows it, hence his independence along
these lines.
When only three members of the general
assembly of Georgia saw fit to vote for the
submission of a constitutional amendment to
disfranchise the negro that should have been
sufficient evidence that the people of Georgia
had the matter well in hand. Mr. Smith might
yet be compelled to resort to Hon. Pope Brown's
original intention to make the fight on rate
discrimination and regulation, but it will
then be too late to accomplish any results,
and by the time this campaign is over there will
not be enough advocates of negro disfranchise¬
ment left to form a committee to notify the
defeated candidate that someone else had been
13
nominated for governor.^
Still more critical of Hoke Smith as a politician,
the editors of the Dispatch and News said;
Mr. Smith claims to be a good statesman,
but is he a great statesman? ... Friends of
Mr. Smith cannot deny that Mr. Smith is con¬
sorting and communicating with the enemy of
democracy. But this is not the first time Mr.
Smith's democracy has been out of joint. He
was not a good democrat in either of Mr.
Bryan's races for the presidency, but lined up
with the capitalistic class, as he is now lined
up with the populist in a feeble effort to break
up the democratic party in Georgia. Such a
campaign as Mr. Smith is conducting can have
no other object and we have no patience with
any set of politicians who would disturb the
pacific conditions now existing in Georgia.
Georgia owes a debt of lasting gratitude to
democracy. To it we are due for the peaceful
prosperity the state is now enjoying. To it we
are due for the disfranchisement of the negro.
To it we are due for the cementing of the whites.
To it we are due for the emancipation of the
whites from black rule. To it we are due for
g
our standing as the empire state of the South.
The above editorial comment clearly shows that all
efforts in Pulaski County were geared toward defending
the Democratic party against traitors among the white
race. The white primary which denied Negroes both party
SEditorial, ibid., January 9, 1906.
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membership, and a voice in the selection of the dominant
Democratic party candidates, as the last barrier erected,
had rid the Negro of his franchise. The following paid
political announcement is illustrative of the way by
which Pulaski County had denied Negroes the opportunity
to participate in the local electoral process:
I hereby announce my candidacy for re-
election to the office of Mayor, subject to
the white primary. (Underlining mine). Thanking
the people for past honors and promising if




B. GENERAL ATTITUDE OF EDITORS TOWARD NEGRO APPOINTMENTS
The editors of the Dispatch and News not only viewed
Negro voters with contempt, but Negro officeholders as
well. Their attitudes are expressed in their editorial
comments on Negro appointments. All over the South the
general attitude of whites was opposed to Negro appoint¬
ments to any political post, especially posts that would
entail any contact with white women. There was never any
^Ibid., October 27, 1907.
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time spent in considering the competency of Negro office
holders but always their color.
Whereas the editors of the Dispatch and News failed
to give their own comments on specific Negro appoint¬
ments, they did express themselves by publishing articles
taken from other papers that viewed with disfavor Negro
office holders. Taken from the New York Post, the
following comment appeared in the Dispatch and News;
To appoint a negro as postmaster in a place
where the people who patronize the office object
to colored officials is as great a mistake as it
would be to name a Chinaman to such a position in
a city like San Francisco. The man selected as
postmaster in any place should be the man who is
obviously best fitted to serve the community in
that capacity to its satisfaction. If any
aspirant for the place is offensive to most of
those who send and receive letters, that fact
should be conclusive against consideration of
his name, whether the objection is because of
his age, his color, his temper, his habits, his 2_i
race, or any other quality congenital or acquired.
The Republican party was also attacked for making
^^Clarence A. Bacote, "Negro Officeholders in Georgia
Under President McKinley," Journal of Negro History,
XLIV (July, 1959), 221-222.
^^Ouoted in editorial. Dispatch and News, October 14,
1897.
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such Negro appointments in the South, and not practicing
the same in its home states in the North. These attacks
were usually from newspapers and politicians of Demo¬
cratic sentiment. They were not limited to the South.
The New York Evening Post exclaimed:
What does the administration mean by
appointing negroes and "low down" ones at that,
to important post offices in the south? There
is no city in the north which would not resent
the placing of a negro in charge of the post
office and the republican party has never appointed
a negro to any post office in the north during all
its long lease of power. Why are negro officials
forced upon southern whites, when northern whites
are not forced to have them? Do the republican
managers think the way to build up the republican
party in the south is to appoint Dudleys in such
places as Americus? Or have those managers "got
mad" at the southern whites because they will not
vote the republican ticket and made up their minds
to use all the power of the federal government to
"aggravate" them.^^
Both of the above comments were printed in the Dispatch
and News as the editors' reaction to the appointment of
a Negro postmaster in Americus, Georgia. Whereas, their
attention was centered on the office of postmaster, it
is not to imply that Negro office holders in other
12
Quoted in ibid., March 20, 1890.
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positions met their approval. Emphasis were probably
focused on the position of postmaster because it was
made in a town close to Hawkinsville and Pulaski County.
It also allowed for more contact with whites than any
other high position to which Negroes were appointed.
C. NEGRO DISFRANCHISEMENT
Opposition to Negro rule did not start during the
1890^s, but had its beginning around 1868. At this time,
the white South mounted a counter revolution, with the
objective of completely destroying the black Recon¬
struction governments, and the restoration of white
13
rule under the banner of the Democratic party. For
the Democrats of the South to deny the Negro the right
to vote and react to Negro office holders in a hostile
manner, was not enough. If the threat of Negro rule
was to be destroyed, the Negro must be totally and
legally disfranchised. No later than 1890, the Republi¬
cans under Henry Cabot Lodge had attempted to pass a
1 a
Robert Brisbane, The Black Vanguard; Origins of
the Negro Social Revolution 1900-1960 (Valley Forge:
Judson Press, 1970) pp. 17-18.
18
Force Bill to protect southern i^egroes in the exercise
14
of their civil and political rights. On the Force
Bill, the Dispatch and News made the following comments
The force bill is the desperate expedient
of a party which feels that it has lost its hold
on the popular heart and mind and is willing to
risk any disaster to the country, if there be a
chance to retain power for itself ... only one
thing is certain — whatever the effort may be on
national politics or resistance, these states will
not again submit to negro rule. The passage of
the force bill will be the signal for southern
white men to get together.
As a propaganda measure, making sure the Negroes
of Pulaski County got the right implications of the
Force Bill, and from a member of their own race, the
editors published the views of a Negro editor. Written
in the Southern Appeal and published in the Dispatch
and News, the Negro editor commented on the bill in
this manner:
The election law is causing quite a stir,
and would do the negro more injury than good
if passed in the senate, which it will surely
do. The demand of the hasty passage of the
bill demonstrates a desire on the part of the
republican bulldozers to control affairs in
the south according to their own ideas, yet
claiming to be friendly to the negro, they
^^Ibid., p. 24.
^^Editorial, Dispatch and News, July 31, 1890.
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seek to take steps that cannot benefit the black
man and are only intended to bring out a solidi¬
fied negro vote for the republican party and
bulldoze even the negroes who are inclined to be
conservative, back into a solid republican
phalanx. The negro can gain nothing in this
affair. He has worshipped the shrine of repub¬
licanism as a mass since the hour of enfranchise¬
ment and has existed on the empty vaporing of
ward stump-speakers and curbstone politicians.
When he needed substantial friendship he has been
forced by the denials of those perjurous hypo¬
crites to appeal to his southern friends for
labor, food and clothing. With a sense of
gratitude he has walked to the ballot box and
voted side by side with his benefactor without
persuasion and been charged with accepting
bribes and selling his vote to his enemies. If
the southern white man is an enemy to the negro
he has no friends at all. The treacherous and
designing yankee only needs him in the voting
season. He feeds him on sweet words, but will
not allow him a chance to work.^°
The writer thinks that the sentiment of the Negro editor
illustrates a desire on the part of Negroes to have
their economic needs met, rather than guaranteeing them
the right to vote on empty stomachs. It also indicates
that Negroes were slowly abandoning the Republican
party as their savior.
The Senate's rejection of the Force Bill once again
made it clear that Southern leaders would maintain white
16
Quoted in ibid., July 31, 1890.
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supremacy, as the central theme of the South.
Complete disfranchisement of Negroes in Pulaski
County and throughout Georgia by legal means received
very little consideration from the mass of Democrats,
returning to power. Devices hardly more legal than
violence and initimidation had a more respectable
18
appearance. Not only did violence and intimidation
aid the cause of disfranchisement, but it became ideal
to uphold disfranchising campaigns with the doctrine
of white supremacy. Politicians and newspapers through¬
out the South cooperated in the publication of Negro
atrocity propaganda stories, cartoons, photographs, and
19
posters. In Pulaski County, the Dispatch and News
followed the pattern. The editors frequently published
propaganda stories, warning the Negro that politics was
^^Francis B. Simkins, A History of the South (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1963), p. 316.
^®John H. Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom: A
History of Negro Americans (New York: Vintage Books,
1969), p. 333.
IQ
C. Vann Woodward, Origins of the New South,
1877-1913 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University,
1951), p. 350.
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not for him. The following editorial comment from
the South Carolina Ethiopian, edited by a Negro, which
appeared in the Dispatch and News, is an example:
The greatest blow the negro has ever re--
ceived and the one from whose damaging effects
he will never recover, was given him by con¬
gressional enactments. It was an unconditional
imposition of the right of franchise, for which
he was in no way qualified. No government has
ever done a defenseless people a greater injury.
We do not consider that these that have passed
amendments to their constitution abridging the
privilege of some of the citizens in the
exercise of franchise have done the negro so
great an evil as was done him by the national
government when it imposed this right upon him.^^
Another Negro whose name was Gabe, a correspondent
of the Augusta (Georgia) Sentinel, was lauded as the
"Bill Arp" of the Negro race. According to the editors
of the Dispatch and News, he was a humorous fellow whose
writings were a blending of rich humor and good common sense.
A sample of his quaint letter appeared in the local paper.
Gabe is supposed to have felt that:
... without mental reservation, that the thing
for the negro to do is to leave politics as rats
a sinking ship. There is nothing in them for
the negroes but vanity, vexation of spirit and
some disappointment. The negroes were not made
20
Quoted in Dispatch and News, December 13, 1900.
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for politics. They can be but tools or parasites
at best.21
The attitude expressed in the above two editorial
comments apparently reflected the point of view of
some of the accommodating Southern Negro leaders. Other
Negroes were politically apathetic because of the extra¬
ordinary means used to disfranchise them. They were so
frightened by some of the experiences when attempting
to vote that they swore never to vote again. But this
should not be regarded as the judgement of all Negroes
in the South, because many felt that politics was not
"exclusively" white folks business. Evidence of the
fact can be seen in the Negro’s reaction and vote
against the constitutional disfranchisement measure. In
Georgia and throughout the South, Negro politicians and
religious leaders spoke against measures that would dis¬
franchise the Negro by strict residence qualifications,
a poll tax, a literacy test and a list of crimes to
which Negroes were supposedly prone. Even in Pulaski
2lEditorial, ibid.. July 24, 1890.
22August Meier, Negro Thought in America. 1880-1915
(Ann Arbor: University of Michigan, 1963), pp. 39-40.
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County Negroes voted against the disfranchisement
amendment of 1908, as was pointed out earlier. Unfor¬
tunately, the opposition was not strong enough to prevent
Georgia from disfranchising Negro voters in 1908 by a
constitutional amendment. However, it is interesting
to note that one member of the Georgia House spoke and
voted against the amendment. He was Represtative Neel,
from Bartow County, who pointed out that the proposed
amendment:
If used now to disfranchise negroes through
the discretionary power of the registrars, it
may later be used in a partisan campaign, where
the whites are divided to disfranchise white
men.... I would like to go on with the crowd and
be on the popular side, but the approval of a
good conscience is sweeter to me than the applause
of the populace. I would rather surrender my
commission as a representative than to surrender
my conviction as a man. I represent a generous
people. They may differ from my views, but they
will respect my convictions. I believe the
future will demonstrate the correctness of my
conclusion. I therefore vote no.^^
23Dispatch and News, August 27, 1907.
CHAPTER III
SOCIO-ECONOMIC DISCRIMINATION
A. GENERAL ECONOMIC STATUS
Increasingly as the Negro was being disfranchised
and Negro office holders disappeared in the South,
they became more disillusioned with politics and began
to concentrate mainly on their economic development
which has been viewed as a substitute for, and as a pre¬
requisite to political activity. But what the Negro
failed to understand was the competition he would en¬
counter when competing with whites economically. For
example, in competing with white buyers of land, most
Negroes^ earnings were too low. Those that did work,
worked as farm hands or tenants and were paid much less
than white workers, making it very difficult for them
to save enough money to buy land. The belief by whites
that Negroes were racially inferior and the social
isolation between the two caste were also barriers.
They "affected the credit rating of those individual
24
25
Negroes who otherwise would have been excellent risks."
These were some of the problems that plagued the Negroes,
not only in Pulaski County, but all over the South. In
sixnmary, since the Negro was freed, all efforts had
been to keep him poor. As late as the year 1933, the
Macon (Georgia) Telegraph expressed it this way:
Since at least 1865, we have been holding
back the negro to keep him from getting beyond
the white man. Our idea has been that the negro
should be kept poor. But by keeping him poor,
we have thrown him in competition with ourselves
and have kept ourselves poor.
Of course. Governor Talmadge has the popular
attitude. It is to hold the negro down in order
to make him work -- to keep him poor. All
southerners are willing to keep themselves and
their section down and poor in order to keep the
negro that way.^
Yet, in spite of the traditional "keep the Negro
poor" attitude held by whites, the Negroes of Pulaski
County did own land and other commodities of economic
value. All of which was contrary to whites who tried
^Gunnar M3n:dal, An American Dilemma: The Negro
Problem and Modern Democracy (New York: Harper and Row,
1962), p. 240.
2
Macon Telegraph , October 18, November 3, 1933,
quoted in W. E. B. DuBois, Black Reconstruction ...
1860-1880 (New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company,
1935, p. 696.
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to keep them landless. By 1900, Negroes owned 13,205
acres of land, valued at $45,321; horses, mules, cattle
and stock of all kind, valued at $30,291; and plantation
and mechanical tools in the amount of $6,991. The aggre-
O
gate value of Negro property in that year was $138,800.
The efforts of Pulaski County Negroes to improve
their economic lot inspired them to form a Negro Farmers'
Institute in 1903, at which time they endorsed the follow¬
ing resolutions as reported in the Dispatch and News;
1st, this meeting shall be known as the Negro
Farmers Institute of Pulaski County.
2nd, it's object shall be to promote and up¬
build the farming and mechanical industries among
our people.
3rd, to encourage industrial training of the
Booker T. Washington kind and to teach our young
men to become skilled in agriculture pursuits.
4th, we endorse the Calvin vagrancy law as
a wise solution to deal with idleness everywhere
and feel that it is a blessing in disguise to the
negro race. We urge the young colored farmers to
stick closer to the business and put in six days’
work each week just like successful men have to do
along all other lines. We believe that six days'
honest labor in each week will bring and maintain
peace and plenty in each and every home in the
whole country.
3
Georgia, Comptroller General, Report, 1900, p. 176.
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5th, this meeting shall be non political.
We endorse the Booker T. Washington cause in
solving the race problem. We also appeal to
our friends among the white people to see that
the Calvin vagrancy law is enforced without dis¬






The impact that the Negro Farmers* Institute had
on the Negro*s economic progress in Pulaski County is
not clear. However, by 1908, records show that Negroes
had made some progress in agricultural undertakings.
While Negro property had an increase of only 4,731 acres
its value had an increase of $15,546; plantation and
mechanical tools an increase of $15,546; and the aggre¬
gate amount of Negro property for the year was valued
at $260,973, or an increase of more than 40 per cent
since 1900.^
For more information on Negro property, the
following table will show the amount of Negro property
^Dispatch and News, September 23, 1903.
^Georgia, Comptroller General, Report, 1908. p. 197
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owned each year during this period. It will also show
the value of Negro property and the aggregate amount of
Negro and white property and its aggregate value.
The records show that there were no Negro pro¬
fessionals in Pulaski County during this period. Negroes
were entirely dependent upon white lawyers, doctors, and
dentists for services along those lines. As for Negro
businesses, there were none to be found except one
funeral home, a few grocery stores, and a barber shop.^
Sadly enough, most Negroes were farm hands and dependent
upon the white owners of these farms for their livelihood,
a fact which helps to explain the political inactivity
among local black citizens.
Due to the lack of economic security for the farm
hand, without political power, deprived of educational
advantages, subject to many forms of proscriptive laws,
and having little economic stake in the community, he
usually spent his time loafing.^ This practice was
^Interview with Mr. Eugene Smith, Hawkinsville,
Georgia, June 3, 1971.
^Clarence A. Bacote, "Some Aspects of Negro Life
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14,963 50,655 27,497 273,891-7/4
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^Compiled From: Pulaski County, Georgia, Tax Digest, 1894-1908.
^Records for all the years during the period studied were not found.
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not uncommon, because much of it was a carry-over from
his early days of freedom, when loafing was a way of
testing and exercising his freedom. Much of his idle¬
ness can be attributed to the following explanation
offered by DuBois;
The planters offered the slave, a labor
contract and were surprised when he refused it.
He had to refuse it. The plantation laborers
under the conditions offered would still be a
slave, with small chance to rise to the position
of independent farmer, or even of free modern
farmer.®
It appears to the writer that a similar problem
as the one above existed in Pulaski County during this
period, especially for white farmers, who looked to
Negroes for labor in harvesting the staples. In
reference to the problem, the Dispatch and News made
the following observation:
The negroes who are dodging the cotton
fields, where they are so badly needed just
now to pick out the fleecy staple, may not
realize it but the lime will come when they
will be glad to have a job on the farm. That
time will come when this country gets filled
up with immigrants, whose coming the negroes
are encouraging all they can by their failure
^DuBois, op. cit., p. 673.
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to work for the farmers when their services
are needed.^
It is presiimable that there has never been a time in
the South's history prior to this period, when labor
problems were as bad as they were at this time in
Pulaski County and throughout the South. For the
southern white man had not yet recognized the break-up
of the slaverocracy, and had not given the Negro the
respect due a free worker. An expression of this fact
is found in the Montezuma (Georgia) Records, and re¬
ported in the Dispatch and News as follows:
Labor conditions in the South are growing
extremely critical and if things are allowed to
continue in their present course conditions will
continue to get worse. The legislature has
made an effort to do away with vagrancy and it
should by all means have the hearty support of
the courts. There is no one better able to aid
the legislature in framing proper laws than the
judges and other court officials. When you
force that idle loafing class of negroes to go
to work in the South, then the labor question
will have been practically settled, until then
we may expect trouble.^®
^Editorial, Dispatch and News, September 21, 1904.
^^Ibid., July 17, 1906.
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Without a doubt, Gunnar Myrdal correctly perceived the
cause of such a labor problem, when he said, "in agri¬
culture the greatest blunder of the Reconstruction was
the failure of the government to assist large numbers
of negroes to become landowners." It must be ad¬
mitted that no-where in the South were the majority of
whites ready to accept such an answer. Too much effort
was exerted on keeping the Negro down, as stated earlier.
Strangely enough, the editors of the Dispatch and News
blamdd education for the labor problem;
Everytime you educate a negro boy you
spoil a good farm hand, and that is more apt
to come true in nine cases out of ten. And
the same rule applies to the female sex. When
you educate a negro girl you spoil a good cook
or house servant, for then she considers herself
above that kind of work and will engage in it as
a last resort, and her services are rarely ever
satisfactory because she does not earn her
salary and does not care whether she pleases
her employer or not.^^
B. EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL ACTIVITY
Whatever the cause of the labor problem, one would
^^Myrdal, op. cit., p. 225.
^^Dispatch and News, June 21, 1907.
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least expect it to be because of the Negro's education
in Pulaski County. Broadly speaking, Negro and white
Georgians suffered in the public schools. During this
period, it was the motto of Southern governments to
"spend nothing unless absolutely necessary." In the
public schools, it was the Negro who suffered most
severely. He suffered from the lack of money appro¬
priated for education in Georgia, misuse of funds on
the local level, and from the hostile attitudes of whites
toward Negro education. A vivid picture of this hostile
attitude toward Negro education can be seen when viewing
the South's rejection of the Blair Bill, introduced by
Henry W. Blair of New Hampshire. The bill would have
provided ten annual appropriations, starting at $15,000,000
and decreasing by $1,000,000 each year to Southern states
in proportion to each state's degree of illiteracy. The
measure did not prohibit segregation of the races, but
it called for equal distribution of benefits to both,
13
Woodward, Origins of the New South, p. 58.
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Negroes and whites. With the latter stipulation,
it is not precipitous that the bill was quashed. Its
defeat can be attributed mainly to the race prejudice
of the South, and fear that education of Negroes would
make them less easy to manipulate in elections.
Viewing the record for Pulaski County Negro public
schools, the census of 1900 shows that there were 4,627
16
Negroes between the ages of five to twenty. The en¬
rollment for that year was only 1,332, and an average
daily attendance of 749. A total of 19 Negro schools
existed, 20 teachers, a pupil tuition of $1.50 per pupil,
a six month school term, and three grades were taught.
Those grades were first, second, and third, with a
different teacher salary for each grade. First grade
teachers received $25.00 per month; second grade teachers,
^^Ibid., p, 63.
^^Ibid., p. 64.
S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900; Population,
II, Pt. II, 179.
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$20.00; and third grade teachers $15.00.^^
Records dating from 1894-1908, on Negro education
in Pulaski County, show that the total nvimber of Negro
pupils enrolled never exceeded 1,832; average daily
attendance, 981; number of Negro schools, 29; and never
more than one teacher per school in most instances. The
schools offered such courses as arithmetic, reading,
writing, English grammar, geography, orthography, and
history. (See Table II for this source). Most of the
Negro schools were held in Negro churches as the Dis¬
patch and News observed; "The colored public school
opened in the A. M. E. church on last Monday with 40
scholars..,."
In 1908 there were 287 Negro children above ten
years of age, who could neither read nor write, and 349
17
Georgia, Department of Education. Twentv-ninth
Annual Report of the State School Commissioner of
Georgia to the General Assembly, 1900 (Atlanta;
Franklin Printing and Publishing Company, 1901),
299-300.
^^Dispatch and News, January 10, 1895.
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who could read but could not write. The following
table shows the number of Negro and white teachers,
ntimber of Negro and white pupils admitted, and their
average daily attendance during this period.
The Dispatch and News recorded very little on
Negro education, and there were no county records of
Negro education for this period. Most interesting among
the scanty information found in the Dispatch and News
was the following news item on the Negro Teacher Institute:
The Colored Teachers Institute of Hawkins-
ville organized Saturday, November 21st, 1903.
R. C. Sanders, C. S. C., appointed L. J. Wilder
president and H. M. Love, Secretary. The
following are teachers of the Hawkinsville
Division: L. J. Wilder, Wm. Wilder, J, W.
Franklin, J. R, Sheridan, W. L. Lane. Maud
Pittman, Lula Lorick, Della Duhart.^®
Considering the obstacles that the Negro faced in Pulaski
County in his quest for education, it is not surprising
that little progress was made during this period. The
19
Georgia, Department of Education, Thirty-seventh
Annual Report of the State School Commissioner of Georgia
to the General Assembly, 1908 (Atlanta: Chas. P. Byrd,
State printer, 1909), 435.
^^ispatch and News, December 2, 1903.
TABLE II
SCHOOL RECORDS FOR NEGROES AND WHITES IN PULASKI
COUNTY, SHOWING THE NUMBER OF SCHOOLS,
















1894 23 41 23 41 1,423 1,532 580 905
1895 21 39 21 43 1,511 1,685 930 1,240
1896 25 35 29 42 1,504 1,494 710 750
1897 26 41 26 41 1,607 1,568 850 903
1898 24 49 28 55 1,702 2,360 850 903
1900 19 36 20 42 1,332 1,755 749 1,071
1901 21 40 24 52 1,762 2,037 854 1,211
1902 24 36 24 45 1,646 1,697 746 913
1904 29 37 29 53 1,812 2,048 981 935
1905 25 37 26 53 1,832 2,104 786 949
1907 27 40 27 56 1,783 2,121 873 1,437
1908 26 41 26 58 1,633 2,078 703 1.098
^Compiled from: Georgia, Department of Education, Reports of the State
School Commissioner of Georgia to the General Assembly, 1894-1908 (Atlanta:
Franklin Printing and Publishing Company).
^Records for all the years during the period studied were not found.
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Inadequate school system cannot be blamed entirely for
this, because much of it can be attributed to the Negro's
lack of interest in education. This is reflected in the
Negro's enrollment and his average daily attendance in
Negro schools. The circumstances under which Pulaski
Negroes lived provided little incentive for obtaining a
formal education. Both parents and children could see
little reason for attending school.
Negro social activity took on many forms in Pulaski
County, as Negroes sought ways to release concealed
pressures. There was little organized activity except
for that of church. Masonic lodge, and the Knights of
21
Pythias. The bulk of Negroes were dependent upon un¬
organized activities as reported in the Dispatch and News:
The colored people of Pulaski County gave a
barbecue and dinner at the old stockade near the
Oconee and Western railroad last Friday and the
crowd present is said to have been the largest
ever brought together on a similar occasion since
emancipation. It required 15-hogs, 18 kids, and
3 cows to feed the multitude.
21
Interview with Mrs. Eugene Smith, Hawkinsville,
Georgia, June 3, 1971.
^^Dispatch and News, August 26, 1897.
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The Negroes were occasionally complimented on their
good behavior at certain social gatherings:
The colored folks Masquerade Ball given by
the colored people of this place, at McDuffies
hall on last Friday night, was well attended and
everything passed off smoothly. Our colored
people are to be congratulated upon good order
maintained, and also upon the success of the ball.^"^
Among the many social activities held by Negroes,
none was more important to them than celebrating the 4th
of July. Commemorating the day, they gave picnics, where
baseball was played, dr\mi-beating, dancing and other
activities. Whites, however, did not condone mixed social
gatherings. Their attitude on the subject is expressed
clearly in the comments made on the Booker T. Washington
and President Roosevelt dinner. The editors of the Dispatch
and News exclaimed:
President Roosevelt had as a guest of honor at
his dinner table at the whitehouse last Wednesday
night Booker T. Washington, the well known negro
educator and president of Tuskegee, Alabama Institute.
This act on the part of President Roosevelt, who has
boasted of his southern blood, comes as a distinct
shock to southern people, and the feeling of indig¬
nation among them is intense. A distinguished con¬
gressman, in referring to the incident is quoted as
23Ibid., April 7, 1892.
41
follows: I have no hesitation in saying that
I believe I voice the sentiment of every southern-
born white man and white woman when I say that
they can never take President Roosevelt or any
other public man to their hearts who sit at the
table and eat with a 'nigger'. I confess Booker
T. Washington is a smart 'nigger' and way above
the average, but at the same time he is a 'nigger'
just the same, and we people of the south have
been born and raised so that we cannot accept the
negro as our social equal and we cannot respect
any man who does. If President Roosevelt expects
to build up a respectable white man's party in the
south he can never succeed by inviting 'niggers'
to the white house for dinner.
Most notable among the Negro's social activities and
most frequently reported in the Dispatch and News, were
Negro mullet suppers. One could barely read any issue of
the local paper without the following kind of news appear¬
ing:
A negro mullet supper was pulled off on the
plantation of Mr. Tom Woods, on Saturday night, 13th,
with the usual results. Thad Hughes shot and fatally
wounded Bob Caldwell, the latter dying a week later.
Mullet suppers are getting to be quite fashion¬
able with negroes these days and they almost in¬
variably wind up with a shooting or cutting scrape.
Unlike the other social events that received compliments
from whites, the mullet suppers received nothing of the kind.
^^Editorial, ibid., October 23, 1901.
^^Ibid., August 25, 1900.
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They were viewed as the ”Fo-Day (Before Day) clubs that
existed in the rural areas of other counties, and "which
26
fermented race hatred." The Dispatch and News claimed
that "the Negro who goes to a mullet supper is almost as
sure to get in trouble as the one who belongs to a "Before
27
Day Club." The editors proclaimed "that at most of the
mullet suppers the usual side dish is a 'game of skin'
28
and murder."
Education contributed to Negro social activities in
a limited manner, but the church was the one sponsor that
provided most Negroes with social outlets. It has had a
significant impact on the Negro's social life, as reflected
in the vast number of church oriented social agencies,
organizations and clubs. Through the years, the Negro
church has existed as a nation within a nation touching
26
Atlanta Journal, July 4, 1907, quoted in Bacote,
"Some Aspects of Negro Life in Georgia," Journal of Negro
History, XLIII, (July, 1958), 200.
27
^Dispatch and News, October 5, 1904.
^^Ibid., December 4, 1890.
all aspects of Negro life.
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C. THE RACIAL QUESTION
The "back-to-Africa" movement was one avenue by which
some Negroes and whites hoped to solve the racial problem.
In a speech in Atlanta, published in the Dispatch and
News, Bishop Henry McNeal Turner asserted the Negro should
leave America because:
The negro cannot live in this country with
the white people for there is no bond of ssmipathy
between them, and their life is becoming more and
more unbearable everyday.
The white people are pleased to consider the
negro competitors when they are mere bubbles on
the surface of a great ocean. Under conditions
the negro cannot survive, and it will be better
for them if immigrants enter this country and take
their employment from them and pushing the_negroes
to leave and build a country of their own.^
Bishop Turner was an enthusiast on the subject of
Negro immigration. He felt that for the Negro it was
OQ
E. Franklin Frazier, The Negro Church in America
(New York: Schocken Books, 1964), p. 29.
^%ispatch and News, March 15, 1905.
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"immigration or extermination." In his own words he
said:
I believe I am needed here, but the very
moment I can get 50,000 or 100,000 negroes to go
with me I am off like a quarter horse and I will --
think it the best day*s work I ever accomplished.
The old argument that Lincoln supported was revived
by some whites. The Cordele News, a white newspaper, was
quoted in the Dispatch and News as complaining that:
There is no doubt but that Mr. Lincoln urged
and believed that separation of the races should
be the outcome of emancipation and but for the
carpetbag politics immediately after the war this
result would have been accomplished.-^^
Whatever the talk about going back to Africa, it was
not appealing to the Negroes in Pulaski County during this
period. In the words of the Hawkinsville editors, "they
purchased thousands of dollars worth of experience from
the African agents recently and they are somewhat wiser
33
now. In Pulaski County the back-to-Africa movement had
^^Ibid., October 20, 1898.
^^Ibid., September 21, 1904.
33Ibid., March 26, 1881.
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already reached its peak among Negroes, and they were
no longer considering the movement. Shortly after the
Civil War, a northern man came to Pulaski County, making
glorious promises to Negroes and persuaded quite a number
of them to go to Liberia. Among those who went and re¬
turned because of disillusionment and hardships were
34
John Swain, Henry Lucius and his wife Candis. Upon
their return they addressed many Negro audiences and
urged all Negroes to stay away from Africa. Also, Negroes
from other Georgia counties that had made the trip to the
"Dark" continent preached against the movement. The
following news item appeared in the Dispatch and News;
Ocilla, Georgia, January 5, — after a three
year stay in Africa, Hal Scot, with six other
negroes who left their homes in 1902 to settle
permanently on the Dark Continent have returned
to Ocilla, Georgia and making speeches, urging
all of their race to stay away from Africa.
The valuable experiences that some of the Negroes in
^^D. A. R. op. cit., p. 84.
35
^Dispatch and News, January 9, 1906. See Bacote
"Negro Proscriptions, Protest, and Proposed Solutions
in Georgia, 1880-1908," Journal of Southern History,
XXV (November, 1959), 490-491,
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Pulaski County hdd already gained from making the trip
to Africa, allowed them to easily convince other Negroes
that Africa was not the solution.
The Dispatch and News printed the following editorial
on immigration to Africa, but it did not apply to Negroes
in Pulaski County:
The opinion prevails among many that the
negro will eventually work out his own destiny
and in so doing will work his way back to his
native country in Africa.
This conclusion has been reached by some of
the more intelligent negroes and they are advising
their race to immigrate to that country, believing
that their own salvation depends upon separation
from the whites. Those who have given the subject
any serious thought are obliged to admit the wisdom
of such a policy, for time has arrived when it
needs no argument to show that the two races would
be better off separated, and for this reason they
should be encouraged in the immigration movement.
The government of Liberia offers homes and a
hearty welcome to all who want to go ... many are
enthused on the subject and are preparing to
emigrate.
Because of the adverse effect that Negroes had on the
movement in Pulaski County, it bore little if any fruit.
36Editorial, ibid., September 6, 1894.
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It is doubtful whether a single Negro wanted to share
the experiences of Swain and others on the African Con¬
tinent .
The most popular movement for Negroes in Pulaski
County during this period was the "stay-home" movement
which gained support from the South and North. The
Dispatch and News published the views of a Negro doctor
found in the Valdosta Times, which gave the following
bit of advice:
A great deal has been said about solving the
race problem, I think the easiest and quickest
way to solve it is for the colored man to know
his place and stay in it and direct himself to
moral and industrial education in order to make
loyal and useful citizens. The southern white
man is the negro's best friend and is willing to
help him when he deserves it."^^
Also appearing in the Dispatch and News were the
views of a Negro editor who gave support to the movement
We have ever contended that the best friend
that the Negro has are the southern white men, as
a rule. Let us cultivate friendship at home and
don't provoke the only people in reach in the
time of need.’^°
37
Quoted in ibid., March 12, 1902.
38ibid., May 27, 1903.
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The greatest support for this idea in the South
came from Booker T. Washington. He had a considerable
amount of influence on the Negroes in Pulaski County,
especially the N^ro farmers, as can be seen in the
Negro Farmers' Institute resolutions. All over thei South
Booker T. Washington told Negroes that "with the pro¬
digious industrial development of the South, the Negro
has a golden opportunity* Additional support came from
the North from an organization of Negro ministers at Pitts¬
burgh, Pennsylvania. The organization passed resolutions
denouncing the treatment of their race in the North and
said that discrimination in the North was much greater
40
than in the South. In a sense, these resolutions made
it clear that Jim Crow was just as prevalent in the North
as in the South around the turn of the century.
In an additional comment, the Dispatch and News gave
the following views of ex-Governor W. J. Northern on the
issue of separation:
^^bid., September 27, 1900.
^Qlbid., May 14, 1891.
^^C. Vann Woodward, The Strange Career of Jim Crow
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1966), p. 17.
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In an address by Ex-Governor W. J. Northern
at the Pulaski County court house where about
seventy-five white and colored attended, he said:
He did not advocate the separation of the
races as a solution to the question, but unless
something could be done to stop so much crime and
bring about a better feeling between them he would
then be in favor of the plan,^
The editors of the Dispatch and News gave final sanction
to the'opposition of the northward movement. They told
the Pulaski County Negroes:
Take the advice of Booker T. Washington, own
homes and leave politics alone. For it is good
advice and if followed will-go a long way toward
solving the negro problem.
»
Whatever was the intention of the leaders of the
back-to-Africa movement, and the northward movement, they
failed to convince the Negro in Pulaski County that his
conditions would be improved by going to Africa, or moving
northward.
During this period studied, which was a part of the
lynching era, throughout the South there was only fear
and helplessness. Victims threatened by Ijmch mobs.
^^Dispatch and News, March 15, 1907.
^^Ibid., January 17, 1901.
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and the few concerned persons who wanted to bring a halt
to the treacherous crime, could rarely be heard. No
court would listen. The few newspapers that pretended to
listen did nothing except incite the spirit of mobs. High
and low federal, state and local officials turned their
backs. The President of the United States would not speak
against such injustices. The United States Supreme Court
could not hear the pleading cries and there was no-where
44
to turn.
What were the reasons for the lynchings? In most
instances the lynchings were reported to have occurred be¬
cause of the use of offensive language, bad reputations,
refusal of Negroes to give up farms, stealing hogs, being
troublesome, disagreeing with white men, and most deplorable:
"mistaken identity." Most notably, the l3mch mobs tried
to justify their actions on sexual attacks upon white
women. Although studies have shown that only about 19 per
cent of the Negroes l3niched were accused of rape and an
additional 9.4 per cent charged with attacks upon white
44
NAACP, Thirty Years of Lynching in the United
States (New York; Arno Press and the New York Times,
1969), Introduction, passim.
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women.Perhaps a more realistic reason and justification
can be found in the following passage:
If the psychologists are correct in their
hypothesis that aggression is always the result
of frustration, then the South toward the end of
the nineties was the perfect cultural seedbed
for aggression against the minority race.
Economic, political, and social frustration had
P3n:amided to a climax of social tensions. No
real relief was in sight from the long cyclical
depression of the nineties, an acute period of
suffering that had only intensified the distress
of the much longer agricultural depression.
Hopes for reform and the political means employed
in defiance of the tradition and a great cost to
emotional attachments to effect reform had like¬
wise met with cruel disappointments and frustra¬
tion. There had to be a scapegoat. And all
along the line signals were going up to indicate
that the Negro was an approved object of
aggression.
The lynching era produced 386 victims in Georgia,
making her the leading state in the nation. However, the
period was from 1889-1939, and this study only discusses
lynchings that occurred in Pulaski County from 1890-1908.
This period produced the following three Ijmchings:
^^Ibid.
46'Woodward, Jim Crow, p. 81.
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Date Name Place Reason




March 6, 1903 Robertson Curry Hawkinsville,
Pulaski County murder
March 6, 1908 John Henry Hawkinsville,
Pulaski County Kmurder'
The editors of the Dispatch and News did not comment
on the above l5mchings. However, when they learned that
Governor Hoke Smith had planned to offer large rewards for
the apprehension and conviction of guilty parties involved
in a lynching near Hawkinsville, they had this to say:
It is true that the lynching was horrible but
the crime that provoked it was also horrible, aid
as much as we may deplore the affair it is likely
to be repeated just as long as such crimes are com¬
mitted. It is to be hoped that this will serve as
a warning to the negroes and that hence forth they
will refrain from the commission of such crimes.
We believe that if Governor Smith would address an
open letter to the negroes, counseling them along
this line it would do more good than to follow the
stereot3rped form of offering rewards for the l3nichers
as the chances are that nobody will ever call for
the rewards. ^
^^NAACP, op. cit., p. 57.
^^Ibid., p. 60.
49Dispatch and News, March 10,1908.
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The Dispatch and News coimiients on lynching almost
always pointed out that lynchings were necessary for the
good of the community, and especially for the protection
of white women. An editorial comment in Hale*s Weekly,
appeared in the Dispatch and News with the following
comments:
Stop lynching people! yes, it will stop
when brutes stop assaulting the white women of
our country. Let them stop their hellish out¬
rages, in defying the laws of God and man and
there will be no l3mchings. The homes, the virtues
and purity of our women must be respected and the
man or brute who trespasses, crosses the dead line,
places himself beyond the pale of trial by jury
and takes his life in his own hands and loses it. ^
The editors contend that "it was probably now and
then that an innocent man is l5mched and only the loafers,
vagabonds and criminals — the negroes who have no character
or who commit the most heinous of offenses have reason to
51
fear l3mchings." Oddly enough, a Negro minister. Dr.
A. J, Stokes, an 1894 graduate of Benedict College and
pastor of the Fist Street Baptist Church in Montgomery,
^^Ibid., March 16, 1893.
51lbid., April 1, 1897.
54
Alabama, supported the editors' contention. His
comments appeared in the Dispatch and News;
There never was a respectable colored man
lynched in the South except in a case of murder ....
The victims lynched were always 'no good' men
in the community ... I do feel that every one of
such removed from our race benefits the race so
much.^'*
In spite of these pro-l5mching comments, the writer
found that there was a great deal more opposition through¬
out the South to lynching, especially among Negro leaders.
One such person was Booker T. Washington who rarely ex¬
pressed himself on the subject. Nevertheless, he opposed
it and generally pointed out the harm it did to whites--
to their moral fiber, to economic conditions and to the
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South's reputation. Still more fiery in opposition to
l3mching was Georgia's own Bishop Turner. In offering
opposition, he advised Negroes in this manner:
Let every negro in this country who has a
spark of manhood in him supply his home with one,
two or three guns or a seven or six shooter and
52
Satttuel W. Bacote, Who's Who Among the Colored Baptist
of the United States (Kansas City, Mo.: Franklin Publishing
Company, 1913), I, 38-39.
^^Dispatch and News, April 15, 1897.
^^eier, op. cit., p. 109.
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we advise him to keep them loaded and prepared for
immediate use and when his domicile is invaded by
the bloody l3mchers or any mob day or night,
sabbath or workday, turn loose your missiles of
death and blow the fiendish wretches into a
thousand giblets.
Not surprising to the writer, the editors of the
Dispatch and News termed it as dangerous advice to give
the colored people. "The negro needs no encouragement
to use a gun. He is altogether too handy with it now."^^
It is a well established fact that most whites in
Pulaski County and all over the South thought that the
Negro was the only criminal to be apprehended. White
mobsters were usually over-looked as felons. But to
admit that all whites felt that way would be deceptive.
Taking such a narrow view, one would certainly fail to
recognize those persons who voiced a more liberal feeling
on the subject. For example, in a Dispatch and News
editorial, the Business Men's Union stated:
In many communities it will require a good
deal of education to lead some white people to
believe that it is just as much their duty to
apprehend and bring to trial a white friend, who,
as a member of a mob, commits murder, as to require
^^Dispatch and News, April 1, 1897.
5^Ibid.
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the negro to apprehend a black brute who has
committed crime. If the white man requires the
negro to catch his criminal, the white man must
be fair and catch his also,^'
Nonetheless, persons desiring to see equal justice meted
out to all, received little if any consideration. The
South would not be altered in its efforts to firmly
establish white supremacy. In many instances the violent
tactics and fraudulent practices used by the South in its
quest for white rule precipitated racial flare-ups and
race riots. Most notable in Georgia, was the Atlanta race
riot that occurred in 1906t
The riot in Atlanta Saturday night was the
bloodiest and most deplorable affair of the kind
that has ever occurred in the South and is generally
condemned by all law abiding citizens. But at the
same time it must be admitted that the cause which
precipitated it was a very grave one and one that
invariably invites trouble. Crime after crime of
an unnameable character had been committed by
negroes on white women in and near Atlanta during
the past few weeks and when the number reached four
one afternoon that seemed to be the limit. The
white men were wrought up to such a high pitch of
indignation that they seemed to have gone wild and
laid aside all respect for law and order and pro¬
ceeded at once to wreck vengeance on every negro
that they came across without stopping to consider
his guilt or innocence.
But no matter how much we may condemn such
occurrences we cannot hope to stop them until we
^^Editorial, ibid., March 19, 1907.
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stop the cause that produces them and the best way
to do that is for the better class of colored people—
those who are trying to live right and are in favor
of law and order—to assist the officers in appre¬
hending and bringing to justice such criminals and
in driving out of every community all bad characters
that are liable to bring on such troubles by their
meanness. They should do this as protection to
themselves if for no other reason.
Taking a look at Pulaski County, it appears that
Negroes have been rather passive and unmoved, even by
racial disturbances in adjoining communities. As early
as 1882 a race riot occurred in Eastman, Georgia, the
county seat of Dodge. In that disorder seventeen Negroes
were found guilty and sentenced for life in the peniten-
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tiary. Whatever the cause, it had no effect on the
peaceful mood in Pulaski County. One Negro citizen admitted
that violent disorders have occurred between whites and
fiO
Negroes in surrounding areas, but not in Pulaski County.
This attitude may be atrributed to the influence that
Booker T. Washington's philosophy had on Negroes in
^^Editorial, ibid., September 25, 1906.
^^ibid.. April 9, 1891.
^^Interview with Mr. Norman Deloach, Hawkinsville,
Georgia, Jime 5, 1971,
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Pulaski County, which emphasized the importance of im¬
proving their economic status.
CONCLUSION
It is evident from this study and others that the
aftermath of Reconstruction, with its Jim Crow laws and
customs, was determined to put the Negro in his place.
Generally, it was effective throughout the South, and
it was definitely effective in Pulaski County. With the
violent and propagandist tactics used by whites, the
Negro accepted his lot, and hopefully waited for time to
rectify the unbalanced scales of justice and equality.
Regrettably, that point of time did not come during
the period studied, as it is reflected in the little pro¬
gress made by Negroes, The attitudes of the editors and
other leading whites were too concerned with the restora¬
tion of the old days, and had no vision of a "New South".
The editors of the local newspaper clearly expressed the
sentiment of whites at that time:
They tell us now that it is a new South, but
the same old blood runs in the veins of those old
veterans and the same old spirit heaves their
bosoms and flashes their eyes; the same old
soldiers who weilded the musket long ago are
nursing their grand children on their knees, and
teaching them the same old lessons of honor and
truth, and the same old love of liberty. It is
59
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the same old sout;h and we are the same old
southern people. ^
Because of the above prevailing view held by whites
in Pulaski County, the static conditions of Negroes during
the period studied can be attributed to the lack of Negro
leadership. Throughout this period there are no records
showing any effective Negro leadership, and without leader¬
ship there could be little progress made. There is always
the danger of Negroes in the community being victims of
unjust laws imposed upon them by a reactionary white
agrarian group. Under such conditions, it is not surprising
to find that such a changeless environment prevailed for
Negroes during the period studied.
Whereas the above conditions were descriptive of
Negroes in Pulaski County, certainly they did not express
the state of Negroes in neighboring counties.
Indeed, it can be concluded from this study that
Negroes in Pulaski County, thought it untimely and a mis¬
deed to heed the message of a great Negro leader who said:
If there is no struggle, there is no progress.
Those who profess to favor freedom and yet deprecate
agitation, are men who want crops without plowing up
the ground. They want rain without thunder and
^Dispatch and News, October 9, 1901.
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and lightning. They want the ocean without the
awful roar of its many waters. This struggle may
be a moral one; or it may be a physical one; or
it may be both moral and physical, but it must be
a struggle. Power concedes nothing without a demand.
It never did and never will .... Men may not get all
they pay for in this world, but they must certainly
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